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meetings in 1999. The Chamber has also
joined SUPERCHEX (Superior California
Chamber Exec’s) to network with neighboring
Chambers of Commerce. In collaboration with
neighboring Chambers, the North Fork Cham-
ber began advance planning, one year in ad-
vance, of chamber projects.

The North Fork Chamber started a weekly
‘‘North Fork Chamber Chat’’ column in the Si-
erra Star, a local newspaper. The Chamber
also resumed monthly newsletters and month-
ly mixers for its members.

The North Fork Chamber secured $52,500
in grants and matching funds to add new side-
walks, mini-parks, and tourist signs on
Northfork’s Main Street.

The Chamber began a part-time paid staff,
courtesy of the USFS SCSEP program, which
also provided mileage and classes on Micro-
soft programs and project management. Along
with their many achievements, the Chamber
also acquired a new office, courtesy of CDC,
at the Mill Site Office Building, furnished and
staffed by Jim Flanagan.

Mr. Speaker, I recognize the North Fork
Chamber of Commerce for its service to the
community. I urge colleagues to join me in
wishing the North Fork Chamber of Commerce
many more years of continued success.
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Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, today, during
National Child Abuse Prevention Month I
praise the organizations which work tirelessly
to end our children’s suffering. I am proud to
say that one such organization and its origi-
nator in my district are part of the crusade to
make all children safe from harm. I am speak-
ing of The Watchful Shepherd and Joseph
Femiani.

Every day, 78 babies die, 2162 babies are
born into poverty and 3,453 babies are born to
unwed parents. Added to the likelihood that
one in two children will live in a single parent
family at some point in childhood, one in eight
is born to a teenage mother and one in 60
sees their parents divorce in any year, it is no
wonder that our children live in peril.

While Congress works to reverse these
trends, The Watchful Shepherd protects chil-
dren already suffering at the hands of relatives
and family friends. Piloted in Southwestern
Pennsylvanian hospitals in 1993 and 1996,
The Watchful Shepherd program unites the re-
sources of Children and Youth Services agen-
cies, police departments health care profes-
sionals and community residents in a unique
effort to improve the protection of children at
risk for abuse.

Since its successful adoption by Washington
County Children and Youth Services, other
communities such as Tom’s River, New Jer-
sey; Dover, Delaware; and Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia have employed the program with great
success for families currently enrolled in
Watchful Shepherd. Surprisingly, most families
voluntarily agree to the program, which con-
sists of a panic button worn on the child and
a telephone unit which are monitored by hos-
pital, police or trained volunteer personnel.

Many law enforcement agencies take Watchful
Shepherd calls so seriously that they have
classified the alarms as a level one priority. To
date, there have been no false alarms and the
system is constantly improving to serve chil-
dren and their families together.

All great ideas have a creator. The chief
champion of The Watchful Shepherd program
is Joseph Femiani, whose idea has become a
noble crusade. Borne out of personal experi-
ence, The Watchful Shepherd has no greater
promoter. Mr. Femiani, a successful Wash-
ington County business owner, husband and
father, could have savored the good life he
had created for himself after a painful child-
hood, but he chose to make life safer for chil-
dren everywhere.

Joe Femiani’s tireless promotion of child
abuse prevention and The Watchful Shepherd
program has led to a feature in Time, an inter-
view with National Public Radio and a seg-
ment on NBC’s Dateline in addition to numer-
ous grassroots campaigns to get the message
out about his lifesaving program. All of this ef-
fort is not in vain. Mr. Femiani continues to re-
ceive national and international interest in The
Watchful Shepherd program and works end-
lessly to organize financial support for those
communities seeking to adopt the program.

Many marvel at Joe’s stamina and commit-
ment to his cause, as was the case in an
interview with the Pittsburgh Catholic. ‘‘When-
ever Joseph Femiani questions whether his ef-
forts makes a difference, he reaches for a
card he carries in his wallet which bears the
names of children who have been murdered.’’
That—it seems—has made all the difference.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate and commend the Wes-
tinghouse High School, and in particular the
men’s senior basketball team. Westinghouse
High School located in the 7th Congressional
District of Illinois, in the heart of the Westside,
has a long tradition of academic and athletic
excellence. The school has graduated several
professional basketball players, including Mark
Aguire and former College Player of the Year
and NBA All-Star Hersey Hawkins.

The dream of winning a state championship
inspired the Westinghouse Warriors to dili-
gently practice and perform throughout a
grueling 33 game season. This year, with a
season record of 31–2, the team clinched the
city of Chicago championship. Their success
led them to Peoria, Illinois to compete for the
Class AA state title, their ultimate goal. Their
hard work and determination had rewarded
them with their first major achievement, the
city title. However, upon the completion of the
very competitive state championship game the
Westinghouse Warriors came short of the vic-
tory.

In spite of their loss, I commend this hard-
working and dedicated team. This team has
epitomized hard work and persistence. In ad-
dition to their feats on the basketball court,
team members have maintained their dedica-
tion to academics, they are truly student-ath-

letes, students first, then athletes—and cham-
pions in both.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the Westinghouse High School men’s
basketball team for their outstanding perform-
ance and dedication. The team, along with its
head coach Mr. Chris Head, have worked
hard to achieve their accomplishments. They
should be honored by all of America.
f
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
commends to his colleagues the following edi-
torial from the April 3, 2000, Norfolk Daily
News. The editorial expresses support for a
new form of crop insurance which allows farm-
ers to protect themselves against both natural
disasters and low prices. This Member is
pleased that legislation passed last year by
the House makes many improvements in the
current program, including providing additional
assistance for producers to purchase insur-
ance that provides protection from price or in-
come loss, as well as production loss. This
Member encourages expeditious action on re-
solving the differences between the risk man-
agement bills passed by the House and Sen-
ate.

[From the Norfolk Daily News, Apr. 3, 2000]
CROP INSURANCE AN IMPROVEMENT

WITH NEW INSURANCE TYPE, FARMERS CAN
FINALLY CONTROL PART OF THEIR OPERATIONS

With the weather and market price swings
completely out of their control, an increas-
ing number of farmers are embracing one of
the few things that can give them at least
some control over their income.

It comes in the form of crop insurance but
not the type that most people think of. For
years, crop insurance was a way to insure
against crop disasters caused by weather
debacles.

The problem was that it often was expen-
sive, didn’t provide complete coverage and
many farmers shunned it, choosing instead
to hope that Mother Nature would cooperate
and, if that wasn’t the case, that the federal
government would come through with emer-
gency assistance.

That kind of crop insurance still is avail-
able, but a newer type—one that insures
against price dips and weather-related prob-
lems—is fast becoming the preferred option.

That’s partly because the federal govern-
ment has chosen to provide $400 million in
additional subsidies, meaning the premiums
for crop insurance have been reduced by
about 25 percent. A lower price for better
coverage is the kind of deal anyone needs to
take a close look at.

The other factor is the kind of insurance
available. While more expensive than the
traditional type that insures against weath-
er-related problems, the new revenue cov-
erage offers farmers more peace of mind in
that it guarantees an income level regardless
of what happens with the weather.

It also provides more marketing flexibility
for participating farmers and even could pro-
vide some supplemental income during a
bumper crop year—assuming market prices
are low as a result.

If that sounds too good to be true, there’s
more. Although government subsidies have
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